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_ In flight, and often on the 

water as well, the red-thr. loon keeps up'a contin- 
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guinea hens, and audible for a great distance. From 
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characteristic, 

1 0 :..u-i 0 n—to—all 


“is also very 
-but,— I suppos e- 
loons. 


* . 2- 


9 


ida 

-c^rL/uC - ^ ^ /2-j 

/L..^ /<?</£_ .. ^ yj) . 

'/e- yy/ /<?</<£> 


/JTj 


__ ^gyy.ty^yddo ~dit 

~43id. ?>ifywU, Xykc-Jy3UyJ yt 
3 '-d'du/ . 

Those I saw were all adults, mostly still paired, 
tho X saw one flock of thirteen. All are in nuptial 
- plumage. They arc -usually encountered one or two 
pairs to a lake, depending upon the siz& of the lakey 
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red-throated loon ( 2 ) 


there is no evidence of nesting—Jit-pres-errt—and-since 
no vounc have been seen. They have a great variety 

of calls. All inixed together and heard at a distance 
tt r e y—sounri uuch "like -- the - noise rci±sed~t>y'~a guinea 
he n. One call is a gutters! rol ling sound_like_the_ 


screech owl’s trill. Another like a cat's crying, 
void another a “croak something"like tiie raven' s call. 

[Regardi n g young—-it is more likely t hat the loons- 

for some reason did not nest here this year. Perhaps 
the” thaw was too late^3 Total for dayy 60 (2, 1, 1» 1* 
-5, 2,- -4, 4, --5- r -1,-2, -2 r 13, 12,-5}.- 
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Croker-Bay.,- Devon._Qn our first ..v isits to 


115 aufTliM- _ 

iDundas Harbor in July, the eiders were seen in large 
If locks and were“about 99^ males. At Thule , subsequently, 
Iwe s a w la rgefl oc ks, —but no m al e s a t - a ll . - - - Qru -o ur August 
Ivistis to D. H. the snail flocks we have seen have been 
lall females and, or, immatures. This “afternoon, for ,a 

I chang e, X saw a drake king-eider- - in- co mpany of—four- 

I female s, Croker B ay is the best waterfowl breeding 


secured no 


[ground I have seen on this 'trip,'but I 
I direct evidence- of n es ting -there-.-— On my -13 Aug-vi-si-t — 
]I wade d around many of the lakes without finding any 
(nests, not even old ones, so today I stuck to dry land.. 
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29 Jul?,^ / I946 Dundas ilbr] The flocks of eiders arj 


predominantly of males in their flashy black and u 
white 'pluEa'ge~“with orriyair occasional “ferule, 
Evidently most of the females , or eJLL_e;cc.ep±i_Uie- 


non-breeders, are still on the nesting grounds, 
“wherever they may be. 

/ tQ-CZXLis^ o-*^ 

A-o-**s ^c t ._ (-*-/?■ y ^) 

cX*^d! 

^ccZ^cu^ c rf~‘ ri ' '-^^ 5 2 / 1 r 

(j '*)(**&?). (&&. / ^ • 

(') 5~) 

S- ji^Ju^CZiY -*z^ux_^ 

^(SK-S iffy S~0O - 






























JgyJ- J^L, )C l'/'(> i.&L4jl*Jl4LA*-\ 

<%AaAa+ j 6 - 

1 1- '&M^U*~-d?d^> t/^LJ . /~g / f^) /S-ZJZls • 

u&u-i— _—/ ^ 

-=&&U*L* oftvccy^-, 

0^-e _ -ZsU~£~ZZ, ^^LOiJjiXL^j 

■^if^ur c%££. a^tz> 

</ ~ —r- , . 

/? 7S>^ sS*Z^-/; jh__. / 2 (_ !; II^J_4^_ 

































































ft) _ 

^ —-^ 'Z-*'— -J-f^ 1 —ftCocJ' 

c?) o~>t^ 6 (JLs/~ 

... £ftuj^ -Qj-^^=lXi cr^ '^K-OS)J\ 
U/aS@Ls\ - 

V<?r xftft , . 3^^ iU 

^L*J£si<~s _ : _ 


/& 


JhdoeS <^^ASx_s &~*<-' 

_ „ ___ - ~ r x JU<Ja^>\ 


% 


r^~ 


~33-’ t P3?c r 0? e& 

C?>t£ **7%s* 

/? ftft'ftJitJ , -tj 


/ 


J- 


JdsCAs ^eyTC0 




< ^if^ t 


-JLcZtts 

f%. <3 Ul?. / tf&o /ftA-' . 

Au--T>o ^ :rJ » «— %^t- &J?<zL4-4j^X4^ 

tzX ftjtt Jficx-J^ 

ftcJ '&2^<ns J 

Jo JJfra^J CIM*^ 

ftJo (JJjL'k/) &-*<- /h<rtj . 

15 Aug 1946 Dundas Hbr . (Broker Bay), Old squaws 
were the only ducks seen on the lakes, and some. 

- which' were~amabie to fly tried to escape by diving 

when approached too closely. One large closely 
packed flock of 100 was seen along the beach in 
thick stranded - ice i~" <Vhen I rushed them there was 
quite a commoti o n of struggling wings as only ab ut 
a third of the flock was able to become airborne. . 
(3 JJcU $ 3f e&tttA^Xejft <0 -ftftz# ft'r'ftjx 

-Z t&PfxiJr ■^'ZP 5 
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2 August vL 946 Thule , Greenland I found a ptarmigai| 


and a “brood of eight three-day “olcT“cllicks in a roar| 
- shy - area £ atop the blu ff-overlooking -h h e viil a g e. 
Though their camouflage was excellent they made 
no attempt to use it and^ran away from me at, ,a 
- lei s urely pace an d—! I—caugh t —one w ith-e a se,- — hey 
made no attempt to fly and I approached within 


3 feet of the female Before she finally flew, The| 
—e hicks w e r e continuall y pee ping anch dihe hen- was 
clucking. The hen's body was dark brown above and| 
dark brown on the breast; the belly was huffy and 
— th e primari es^—see ondari e o , and- lesser wing - covert 
were white; red spot over the eye. 
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Baird's sandpiper (0 


23 July 1916 bundas-libr... , Devon Island, ..On the 
grassy slopes and around fresh water ponds, Baird's 


- sardpipers were .uich^rn dvidence, and tsiSS “evidently 

had ynnnr just out of the nes t.._Besides the broken 

wing and prostration tactics, another of its favorii 
tricks was to fluff up to about twice normal size, 

_and flutter_aer oss - eu -pond,—just barely, clearing- due 

surface of the ;vater, and crying in distress all 
the while. The buffy band across the breast is 
not ver y evident -ijL-d-lm-fj-aM-,—but-bhe—odd -size-, 


_ O- 


intemediate between the least and the pector al, 
together with the general buffy coloration sake it 
unmls takabl e--,— Xt is about tl e-sizo-pf a white- 
rump I suppose. ZZ. <p <LM 
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15 Aug 1946 Croker^Bay, Devon B aird' s sandpiper 
was the most commonly encountered shorebird, seen 
~~alony the b eaich~in srlock3 of two-to eight individ¬ 
uals, I once thought that it was hard to identify, 
before I had seen it, but really it is an easy 
matter. It~is noticably larger -than the smaxler 
"peeps" , ab out the size of the while—rui.iped sand— 
er, and is conspicuously buffjr, especially 
the breast, where the Mi/ dark coloration is almost 
.as ive as on the pector al sandpiper, 1 have¬ 

n't noticed anything distinctive about its call 
note s.—-All neen toda y were obviously banded fcoj 

I 

l nesting. 

‘ ’ (Or. “T. 7 <5-. : 










































































































15 Auk 1946 Croke^ Day. Dev on At on e point a l ong the 
beach I heard a great furor of screening at two pitches. 
One I recognised a bein g a jaegnr-Tmdthe other, -when 
T finally .saw the birds, proved t o be a lar ge shore- 


bird. The jaeger and the shorebird alternated chasing 


each "other, each pursuing his adversarv^vittf-ab out 


eonal rifit,smi n- ti on . 


Finally the jaeger-(parasitic) 
lit with his mate beside one of the lakes while the 
shorebird lit on a growler" just "off shbreh'/itlT some 
Arctic terns. —X— had observe d a—1 this at-.a distance 


of over half a mile, so it was not until I came closer 
that the shorebird was identified with certainty as a 
black - b e lli e d - plov e r. — I am not s ure - whet ner it was 


nesting in the vicinity or not, tho it became mildly </■ 
excited when I approached the area where it was chasing 
th e jaeg e r - . — then coH -e et ed^—i t pro ^vod-to-be an adult 


just beginning to molt to the winter plumage. 











































































































































































Purple sandpiper 


1!L 


.Devon, 


sandpipers which flushed iron the beach to a grounded 


growler, turned out to be immature purple sandpipers. 
One s t i ll had - i,iuch down on th e, nape and about the .. 


head and had probably been reared not far away. 


i l w ^^ o _-____ _ t _ 

Large sise, about that of the pectoral sandpiper, and 

v e ry dark coloration will set the purple sanapipe -r- 

apart with certainty in the field. S~ f3, z.) 
































































































Ringed Plover ^l) 


-23 duly 1946—Dundas Hb r. Devon Island. Next to the 
snow bunting, this was the most abu ndant land bird. 
“They were seen most commonly on the gravelly, 
-re lativ e ly bar ren ridge- togg. Post evidently hah 


eggs a bout to hatch o r young just_out_o_f the nest, 
for they were just like miniature killdeers in their 
-effort s to l e ad you away by- broken win^ and tail 
fanning ruses, Their sobbing call note was 
characteristic,of the barren ridges. 

/} 







GG^u2^a_j 






/O AUL^*i_y 


2g-July 


The Ringed pl over was the 


only shorebird we encountered on the grassy peninsul. 
east of " the station, and it was or. t: e gravelly 

up pe r margin ._Here, at least, it is.the commonest 

and most widely distributed shorebird. l . 




L 


M6 


* 

OjLtr^cj ^*= 1 ^ 





sTUlJ?-^ 


^tuSUuf -^junr ^) UtAlqIa 

jtJ&M JAjuO 

ju^tjucc^ -£asmUAju{! -n suT^ 

MsW-' c^M. 

C£/$d ■ 'Of' 


























































































































































J 
































f / f^ poo Auy c$( St) *j> tkld MJt 

/'*(Sa.d. //Stmj .) ^I MftlAcUAjuyvj ^^-t/) '■vu^ 

p(^k ' -^Sluj/^AT^jMy ^tiUUC- 

MUJUv . _ -^ryi^/uo^uys-rt^ Ms/oSl 

^Laa^ IA Msv\J . a^ gw,-^- J^ri&ur>Ls 

J$~£lc/(j /?yL i (jS’iAAi . O-jr^ ^X^maaAvo/; . 

j i^PjLrf Ss<z^iLS <••?) *^SLJi tt-£Ma . 

S- A*-<-i-S'^Ui ., ■ S^Sic'-' 

td/s ^ Y yv ^ Ui ^ sj - SS^tS^, 

22<v CZSI'XC^ 

^ -Sl£/HZs/£ -ftp .SC^LP-ta , 

-^aj~$-iJ2Jx 

-^l y S^6 pp 








































/f#6> 


7 00 






i£. 


3 




-^/tta/; _ a&/- 


-7U6 


AzJjm, _ JUUaiL ^a_adj^A oJ^ Ttrft ou a 

<Q Ma/fat 1- £etf-Mf Oj T& s rtAsiJ U^jyjf 

^/jL 7 ?j tf/stf*. y^oJtin ^JUu -JLi-JL ZZaeJ/ 0 

/Z ^Ur> U j ~CMictlA -jbu ^cCtJ) <A) ,£$uj*> y j{ 0A, ~1 JlJ) 

AmJjz yAl —i!=UA OV^J i \jJia udt.'f' rul&UA ,Ztr> 

lir A&A^h, x^cc£c^ -^ftt^J/z f' ^suAa^/i. 

.yp-Vy /*? to^asy — /£> . 

// /Z'/Z y c?o <wJ~ <?) ^uuJUjuJi sjl 

_^^J^^IIIZZ_ZI^_IZZI1ZZZZI^ZZZL_ 

/? /f$ ^ ^ (!ktMJkjd~~ ZCLmL <2^ 


-JL^MaJ-L,- 


aJ 7^UAL<£/ "vOT^t/ 












































& Qa-Mj- _ /JT -*** ^ 

J L - J& ■ _ sJ^» SOL6UOS . 

sfffc _ 1&£^&C64t£ ^)!lW<Al iMh. 

Jj fO^y y ' A , 1 

/&*<$! c 7/z& . v i -Qo 

< 72 - _^^ A 7 -^i?^/ - • '^Zt^u~o 

<z&4 —■ £7^0 -^71^C-ATA>yr <7 ^HaJu^ 

CLl&I /# 76 Ifcy^ A-g ^g U^ ns . /C> ^C-C^Cy ' , 

A/i^Xr , S 
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29 July 1946 Dundas Hbr . ' At first, I mistook three 
glaucous gulls resting on the pond for geese,- they 
■ ar e so - larg e and so wh ile-, but amore careful look 
dispelled this mistake, even tho they were pro bably 
a mile and a half away. This morning lire found gulls, 
Aiders,--an d" olds n u aws- resting - on the freshwater pond 
To the mounties I mentioned having seen gl a ucous 
gulls apparently still nesting and they said that 
they h ad seen downy young a t -that spot-only a few 
days : a po. _ 
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13 4$n 1946 Duhdas Hbr . Along the west shore, of the 
harbor we found a good colony of gulls on a snail 
cliff,, — Appar e n t ly -- it -wa-e-abeut-- hal f-an # - half glauco us— 


and Thayer * s gulls, about 25 pairs each. 


The young 'Jiify!$&fl! 
a cliff around the point 

another - c olony - of -- g - luuc ous- 

ho nore than 4 


were about half grown. On 
-toward-Gro ker Bay we 'found 

uh is on a ledge about 500 feet up, 
adults were seen and there were at least 5 half grown 
young,—Smrer al ' tlmgs-triC '- gulls- ' C c me -ln - with -- their — 

c rops so gorr.ed with food that the distension was _ 

very conspicuous. They were very alert, When I 
ret u r ned f r om the wes t in the e ve 

approach o ut of sight of the‘ledge. When still half _ 

a mile distant I showed myself around the ppoint and 
noted "that, the only afult gull on the ledge - was facing - 

_a way fro m. jd&* Within _ah.na tter of second 3 afte r_ I 

showed myself it came screaming from the ledge, 
there were several others and they _ all begin 
on .me. . They would tower ijjigh a bove me and th en zoom 
down in a 45° dive with such speed that the wind in 
their wings made a surprisingly loud noise, when'a 
few. feet abov e me they s uddenly swerve d up _afeain at 

c v^9 ( ^/ ) • _ 


Soon 
uu dive 
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Following the landward movement ox’ kittiwakes yester¬ 
day, none were seen until noon today. I believe the 
-k i it iwak e - is the- most -easily identi-l’ied America gull, 
in any plumage. In the adult the hlaCk-tipped wings 
are conspicuous almost as distant as uhe bird can 
surely ho -distinguished -as a gull. This black 
tipping withoutiTiirrors is evident Brom both above 
., The" wing pattern of 

is euite -different - from that of tiny other eastern 























/ZCttiMrcJzSL 0) 


gull and can also be spotted at considerable distances, 
tho not as far as the Black/- tipping oi the adult wuiig. 

I s aw-QRo adult- today -c losely enou gh-bo- distinguish—the- 
^right yellow bill and black legs. tr*£ s>t, xfa 
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15 duly 1946 Baffin Bay , 4j iai. off Upernivik. A gre at. 

many birds were seen perched on icebergs. All that were c 
close enough for' identification'were gulls or terns. At 
a distance they appeared black, closer, black-backed ana _ 
white-headed, and only very close did their true colors H 
sirow up. ' Of -ciDurse tliey ^oiili ^be“identiiled asufar^ as" 
they could be seen, almost,_.if they_ rose_J.nto_. the__air for— 
a moment or two. > ° L ^ -&u3/- 
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18 July 1§46- Uafi'ln Bay. 1QQ mil 1M Upernivik. At a 
distance on an iceberg the kittiwake appears to be 
distinctly black—backed, with the wing—tips justr a shade 
blacker. Vln the.same-position and_at the same distance, b 
but with the wings extended, they are distinctly gray 

rather than black;.kith the wings f°ldefc^i»6r those 

conditions, the kittiwake looks almost LoSl^a viHiature 
black-hack. 
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15 Aug 1946 Croker Bay, Dev on. At sea arriin Baffin 
Bay, most of the kittiwalces were iraiaatures, vH.le ~ 
in the inlets and—sounds—and- close "bo -si 1 or-e -nil—ar6— 
adults. They were evidently still nesting at Thule, 
but nowhere else we have been, if/ 
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19 'Afrg 1946 Tay 3 ay, Bylot/ The, e was a colony of tAii&lf 
Thayer's gulls nesting oh the rocks at the mouth of' ‘the 
harbor. I -found -three nests- but there were probably 
more. The old birds zoomed ne continually in the same 
manner I have already described for the glaucous gu„l. 

In one n e st -the two you ng w e r -e-l/3 grown, in another,— 
two l/ 2 g rown , an d in the third, one 2/3 grown. All 
were still downy but had many feathers, especially in 
wings and tail. -Thw -d own-was g ray, spotted-with -black- 
the wings were barred l ike a Plymouth Rock hen's. Bill 
was black and f eet gray. They could not be reached 
to make- a collection. Later,- I saw quite a few 
glaucous and Thay er's gulls flyin, down t he beac h, 
and among them, several young of the year, the hirst 
immatures I have seen of -the-two spee-ies, in the- air, 
that is. Total for day. 20 (g .juv., 1 imm.). 
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3*Aug 1946- 


Thule In the lake dotted marshy muskeg 


valley several niJe s above the airstrip I xound three 
fsrrPy gro ups of 1 ong-taH-ad-j-aegerSj-each- containing 
two adults an d one young . They Kept up a co ntinuous 


gull-like' chatter and screaming as they circled and 
wheel e d about, and di s pl - a ye-ck their-loiig streai.ier-Hii-e 
tail to best advantage. All oi the young cou ld fly 
well, tho one was still covered with down. The other 
two w e r e grayish; — I collected ono of th e^adults and 
found it even more beaut iful in t he hand than I had 
observed it thru the binoculars. I imagine it is one 
of th e most beautif ul of -northern birds. t 7. 
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4 Aw; 1946 ffhule/Gre enland. In an area of muskeg/ 
along Vfolstenholme Fjord we encountered severa^lparasitic 
jaegers which evidently had small young nearby. There 
was much screaming, and the birds ran bibout on the g 
ground with their wings e;cte: ded and their tails expan¬ 
ded much in the mann er o f hawks and owls which employ 
the same ruse to attract intruders away from their 
young. As the' birds wheeled at relatively close range, 
the., central- spike of the. tail was very conspicuous. I 
collected one of the adults. 

15 August I94'6 Croker Say, Devon . “Parasitic jaegers were 
more numerous here than anywhere else we have been, but 
seemed to have finished nesting. Their screams were 
h eard with conside rable~frsqueircy as they harrassed terns 
"ulls, and shorebirds- alone the beach [see account of 
black-b. plover this date. Several were seen resting 
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4 Aug 1946 ff hulo," Crre eniind. In an area of nuskegy 

along ublstenholme Fjord we encountered - several Jvtrasitie 

j aegers wriich evidently had saall young nearby. There _ 

was much screaming, and the birds ran bfbout on the £ 
ground with their wings exte: ded and their tails- expan¬ 
ded much in the mann er o f hawks and owls which employ_ 

the same ruse to attract intruders away from their 
young. As the birds wiieeled at ^relatively close-rangey- 
the central spike of the tail was very conspicuous. _I_ 
collected one of the adults. 

15 August 1946 Croker Bay. Devon . Parasitic jaegers" were 
more numerous here than anywhere else, we have been, but 
seemed to have finished nesting. Their screams were 
heard with considerable frequency as they harrassed terns 

gulls , an d shore b ird s alo ng the beach [see ac co unt of_ 

black-b, plover this date 1. Several were seen resting 
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Baffin Bay, 20 ini . off Cape York. 

I watched a pomarine jaeger chase an adult kittiwake 
f o r a - long dista nce -iiti-s-norrring , and much to -ffijr 
surprise the gull seemed to be playing t rith t he 
jaeger. The predator followed with remarkable 
c l os e nc s s eve ry f nvhst r , --tnrn, and gy r a tion of -the 
smaller gull, but whenever it ti red of the chase, 
the gull instead of trying to escape, seemed to 
pursue - the jaege r - - u ntil it took up the—chase- again. 
Finally, the jaeger refused to play anym ore, and 
flew off alone. 
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- Lb—Ang 19/4.6- __Croker-Bay.- Devo n.-Seen-at -o n l y . on e—spot 
Tho they became somewhat^ excited when I approached I 

No*immatures* 


don't believe they were still nesting. 

—were seen,—One I- -eoliectect-ha<14vbe- bi-il- solid bright 
rid with no trace of b lack. The plumage is ver y gray, 
shading even to black bn the bail and primaries. The 
matter of-immature birds, -or-rather their Is. ck, is 
rather pe rplex i ng, ZtZxZ, — S'(/ / 3 / /\ 
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15 July 194-6. Baffin Cay, 45 mi. off Upe rnivik. 
Murres were the birds of the day. They were every¬ 
where - : — on the water, flying,-f-eeding, and - playing. 

As many as 6 were in a single flock . From the bridge 
they could be spotted for great distances on the calm 


watery 


seen ~at- a considerable 


distance seemed to be actively engaged in feedi ng- 

diving repeatedly. Those closer in were concerned 
— with - the ship .—Some turned - to and sat- pis cidly 

watching as the sh ip .passed them, others lost no tin e 
in flying away, some dived as the ship approached and 
then dived again and .again uulil it was" “past them, and 

_ some seemingly unable to flyiand__too__conivised to dive, 

escaped by hydroplaning away on their bellies, not 
— even being able to raise thelr~bellies clear of“the— 
water and beating heavil y on ahe surface .wit !i the 
wings at each stroke. One proceeded several hundred 
yards ' in this ma nner ucfore^ire -considered himself 
sufp_ dhy come s e eded un able to fly, th p the y seemed 


to possess all their flight leahters, while others 
flew - easily is beyond my explanation'. They seem to 
u s e their-wings to a--Considerable_ extent to _prope 11 
themselves in diving. Some, or I should say many, 
Tseeraedtf to delight in flying as closely as possible 
to _ihe -bow- of-tke-sh^- often circlin g several t imes 
to repeat the trick. At reasonably close range. 


though considerably short of the distance at xAiich the 
- birds-could -be identified as murres,- the white line 
on the gape of the bill, characteristic of the 
Brunnicli's murre, Was very evident. On most it showed 
up as conspicuous as- an identification badge. 
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18 July 1^46 Baffin Bay, 10 0 mi. IW Upernivik. 

Apparently many of the murres we are seeing are young 
of th e y e ar, not y e t able to fl y-.-—Several -groups—of — 

fo ur were see n closely enough to ctb eroine that t w o were hi_ 

immature and two were adult. Iloist immatures were with $i(./0J 
-one—or more—adult-sy—but- occasionally- a lone individual 

was obs erved. The wat er is so crystal clear t ha t f rom ^_ 

t e bridge I could clearl;/ see the birds swimming under 
the water. Thejr-use thei r win gs-In - the-initial effort — 
to get under the water. This eeems to be a difficult 
feat. Beneath the -fi^ftfe^they progress by flapping their 
wings- as- in -flight-.—;--- 
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21 August 1%6 Lancaster Soun d, be tween Cum ing Inlet 


and Graham Hbr. The most interesting thing of note was 
the abundance ”of Tiicirres”uitti young. xwreport ed - full -— 

m ow n immatures in Baffin Bay a month ago but now I _ 

knoxv that they must have been just molting males. These 

ybun& were ubc t dovekieusfee, appeared to-be exactly-r- 

like the .mother in.coloration, and_in no case was there 
more than one to a female. They swam very close to 
their mothers', and i-llci twosome of baby and mother was -U 

alvw; -s sRinnitfi, never grouped with others, th o sev e ral _ 

dozen scattered pairs might he in view at one time. 

Young - wer e~ observed“only during 'tile' 5 houBS ;of passage— 


from--off--Cuming Inlet—to off Gjtaham iiljr.numbers. ^ 

diminished westward. Scattered flocks of males were 
seen the "whole tifae betweenDundasitbr. - alKtdiarni^ell'&ay; - 
-Probably the- large--flocks- we-saw in Baffin .Bay jyere ail 
males. Total for day 156(53,62, 17, 10, 4, 5, 5). 
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14 July 1946 Baffin Bay, 45 ini, off Disko Is. 

I had a good look at a pair of dovekies passing the 
— shi p . — At fi rst glance they-a re-almos t pe r f ect 
miniatures of nurres. except that the brown i s 
replaced with black. Both body form and manner of 
flight are the same. dftoy ■—& . 
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18 July 1946 Baffi n Bay. 100 mi. IJW Upemivik. 

Like the murres, dovekies seem to have, in many 
-instances, much difficulty in submerging. I - got, mjr 
first really good lo ok a t do vekie s to n ight. They are 
quite different from nurres when seen on the water. 

Of course,- they "are verymrach smaller, but on the 
water size nay fool you. The eye of the dovekie, ever 
at great distance, appears orange or reddish, whereas 
the mnrrefe* eye is practically the sane color as the 
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21 July 1946 BaffinBay,._2 0 mi. off Cape York, Greenland. 
The numbers of dovekies x/hich we saw today was astounding. 
By actual count I saw 12,600, mostly in six hoars between 

09 00 and 1600 . T h ere must have been throe or four t ines _ 

more than that conservative estimate. Between 0900 and 
1600 they were -always - in - sight, sometimes in large 

5craggly flocks on.the wa ter, somet i mes in tight compa ct_ 

flights in the air. At times the whole sea was covered t 
like a — mtchw6Tk — quilt as far as the eye could reach, with 

flocka of .dovekies._fm the water tlie flocks x^ern usually _ 

long and strungoul^ usually in confirmation with the swells. 


Hfte n-there were-as_mmmy_m3rmuoretJjnn a. hundred and fifty 
birds in single flocks of this sort. More compact flocks i&ifclht! 
contained many less individuals. BsuaTTy“not more than 25 

or - 50-*—Sorue^locks^--noiwtbley-ih-e -scraggiy--enes,-ausi.u,d-ly--- 

took to the air well in advance of the ship. A large 
proportion of”the small compact - flocks’ in the patjf of the 
shin made their escape by diving, -usually to surface only 0 Aft 
after the ship, had passed, but sometimes popping up in the 
wake at the beam,' only to d\ick under immediately again,, 
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Wheatear 


. JL August 1946 Thule, Greenland . As far as T ;>in _ 
concerned, the trip has been worthwile even if we 
were to start back tomorrow, for I saw - the birds I 

-hava-jaoat—wan t ed to see,_ever since I first—started. 

studying birds— Greenland vine at ears. The wheatear 


always seemed to ne to be one of the nost onolle of 
II. A. birds and one wlnich-Anerican- ornithologi:; ts _are | 
least likely to see. Today I saw four family groujs 
of wheatears"—the young full grown bub~IiilT sporting | 
patches of down .— They were among -the no s t curiou s--of 
birds we saw and several times individuals cane from 


a long distance to inspect us at close range. Lost 
-bird s s ee ra - - r e markably wary . —The- alarm-note of—tlie— 
wheatear sounds something like th at of the Garyland 
yellow-thr., but is louder and sharper; and a sharp 
vriiistle is i nj ected aft er-eve ry f ew notes.— i hey -are 


noticably thrush-like in form but th e conspi cuous 
white tail with black M T M and the tail wagging 

habit - confound this impression. They we r e noted in : | 

variety of habitats- i n the .jumbled rocks a top high 

ridges and along rocky streambanks. Total 7 (2,2,2,1 
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_29—Julynl946_Pandas Ilhr .._Alnng_.moini_sloughs_._ 

in the grassy plain east of the RCKP station 

families of Lapland Longspursy 


1 noticed. 

-tj-ie-yon-ng--short-ta-il £ d an d-evi-denkly-just- 
the nest. The young appeared distinctly yellow¬ 
ish, and the bright plurdaged adults were a far 
-er - y ^- from th e ■ dra -b- birds seen—i - n - t he— Unite d -Statas| 
in the wifahertime. 

2 Aug 1946 Thule, Greenland Long spurs were numeroij 

- us - y.aos - tly - in - war s hy ar e as, ■ and most seemed to be 

still nesting—tho we collected one young almost 


full groTvn, I watched one brilliant wale which 

- had-a - mouth - full of insects for a long -while- 

hoping it would go to its nest, but I had to move I 
on without locating it. Total, 013,3,1,1) 

I 

yftfzrd — —. ' ost_ 

Longspurs-^ti^. are feeding small young, many 
evidently stlll ln^the^nest, "but I have noticed 
several family groups of full grown young. These| 
have a distinctly olive or even yellowish app¬ 
earance; 
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23 July 1946 Dundas Harbof^ Birds proved to be 
about as abundant as might be expected in such an 
area"—The - snow bunting, in’ iirs^jaid-i>lack“and--- 
white summer plumage, was by far the most common 

land bird and was reported by almost everyone] 
who went ashore "—Gapt. Adaias even gave an -iccurat| 
description of one wh i ch he observed from the 


helicopter. They were mostly observed in family 
groups in which the poring were^arroslly still bob- 
tailed . One nest with young and another ith 

blue eggs were reported by crew members-the 

latter must have been color ed by vivid imagination] 
TVip huntings wore mostly around rock outcrops and 
evidently nest in such locations. cZ^ 
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ddr^c^r dodnnt&L/ - 

^ JctdOU^Jl 333m ddhAei/i 
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-VrV^^-) 

v jug 1946 Thule.- I noti c ed a f lock of 25 s now_ 

buntings, the largest flock I've seen. Host are 
(-—evidently thru nes ting - an d-are riolting- to the wint e r - 
pl u ma ge. and the young ar e fu ll grown but in most 
cases still in family groups. Occasional single birds 
indicate- that some - nesting -i s - s till goin g—on.—1— 

discovered an ol d bunting nest composed of feathers _ 

and grasses in a crevice which I first mistook for a 
|—fox~-dere;-anong- J bouiders-on-ar-ttorth-fae ing ta lus—slope-.- 

1 8 Aug 1946 Dundas* Hbr. Duvall made an o bservation on 
the snow bunting at Dundas Harbor a week or ten days 
ago "that I have forgotten to record in its proper 

p lace. A gla ucous gu ll was flyin g along the in land_ 

edge of a coastal bench when suddenly it was accosted 
rby^arsnow bunting-.—A f t e r a-" flu rr y of wings, t he—gull, - - 
[ monstrous besi de t he lit tl e bunting, r e versed its 
(course. Theh, after flying a few yards it seemed to 
change its mind and turned and continued its previous 
I course, ignoring the attacks of the bunting. 
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3 Aug 1946 Thule m the so6thern-nost of the 


barren, lifeless valleys that I visited south of 
-the— airstrip, — I 5 w' o ne hare. —It was at the base of I 
a c rumbled rock cliff and from a dist ance up. eared 
to be pure white. Against the dark background it 
s tood out ~Hhn- a sore thumb - . Mien I began to 
approach it. it began a leis ure ly ascent of the clii 
and disappeared o#er the top of the ridge before I 
could cone- within shotgun range. The - sregionnhere—1 
saw t he hare was pr actical ly devoid .of .vegetation,. 

L August 1916 Thule I obse -ved several white hares 
-anong-the bo - dde r ~on-bhe-high barren ridges just 
s out h of Wol s tenholne Fjord, near the icecap. Also 
saw many droppingsand what seemed to be xorms scratel 
ched in' the dirt. Ail the rabbits were juite vi-il , 
Evidently the hares resort to these boulder fields 
in the summertime for protection, even tho food is. 

- very "scarce in such areas. In the winter Mien their | 
color is an asset, they are sale to descend to the 
lowlands. Certainly at this time to the year tneir 
color puts then in eternal danger. f 
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sizeable d ung heaps. Evident ly they don't ma ke 
runways like Ilicrotus . but they have similar dumps, 
moot frequently in low -moist-spots^ All the - a cti v e 
colonies I located were in moist mossy areas. I 
found one well—built surface nest which 1 attribute 
-to lemmings. - It was in a mos sy- area of - perhaps-six 
acres in extent._ It was ma de of drie d g r a s se s and 
mosses, was cylindrical in form, six inches in 
diameter,— and tw e l ve—inc hc 3 deep, —and was fitted 

snugly into the live m o sses and was a lmost flu sh_ 

with them at the surface.-I later realized that 

all of this was old-winter sijfen, -dating from one 
or two win ters pastI 
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29 Jul 1946 Dundas Ilbr. _X picked up another good 

bear skull, and found numerous bear bones in pits 
left by—explorers or early'Xnhabitants of this , laoo 
A polar bear, said to have be en a large one, raided 
the marine encampment last night and created no 
little excitement. Axes and shovels were the only 
defensive weapons and there seem s to have been but 
one rifle available. The marine who ran for the 
rifle , ran so fast that he didn't' have time to stop 
for it, so the h oa r e scaped with, its life. 
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23 July 1946 Duridas Hbr ., Devon Is. Among the 
bones on the beach, the commonest were of wllrus. 

I saw fragm e nts -of-dozens of skulls. There were 
qany fragment of ivory from the t usk s which the 
Eskimos had sawed into lengths and discarded the 
inf er io r po r t ions-.—Tdtadn't realized before that t 
the tusks were ho llo w (hollo w only at the upper 
end). Walrus bones seemed much heavier than the 
other bone s encou n te r e d^—They must be considerably 
denser in constructi on. Q- 

J&lA-X' n^> _ 
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y ?,U. July 1946 Dundas Hb r. Thtrmounties brought 


“Trs'"ar 
Eskimos* disma y. 


tusks'”and ail—--laiTcr; to their 
The ivory of the tusks. has 


considerable value to the Eskimo, and all the 
skulls we found - obi the lutichrliad the busks" broken 
out. The on ly si g ns of ..them are. the.^inferior 
sections which have been sawed off and discarded. 
"The skull the raounties brought us was filled w: : th 
. fly iiiaggota- and cleaning it was a dirty job. It 
was of a young female killed in June. 
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Harp seal 
Phoca groenlandica 

23 July !i9-fe Pnndas iibr ., Devon Is. Another seciJj 


called "jar", arrived about the same time as we 
last week; the _ fxrstrT-,ine~ she" mount lea - or the 

Eskimos have seen it he^re ._Th e y th ink ._po_ssib.ly 

the ships are responsible for its being here. I've| 


noticed that the seals Ho seen Tio be rather disturb'! 

-y i,n t h e ha rbor. _IJhen t he_J3jeltram; 

went into the harbor while we were still aground 
the other day, 1 noticed that several sizable herds] 
of - seals left t he harbor—and- headed seaward soori 
after it entered. Seals seem to be curious creatur 
es and poke their heads and shoulders out of the 
water to loo k-wa round. — They seem to hiie-awediby-sneli 


large ships as the Horthwind and after one quick 


look, generally cone up for a second glande, as tho 
-u nbeli e ving, —and—t en—hit—the—bottom lor- good. 


VJhen travelling or playing they boun ce straight 
up out of the water, slide back in and then bounce 






~ZTTt. 






13 Aug 1946 Dundas Hbr. baiting on the we st point 


at the harbor entrance for our pickup, we saw 
at cl o se - r a n ge quit e a few ha rp seals -moving—out of 
t he h arbor. There were several large groups, as 
well as many smaller. Lost wore males. Their 
blackface—masks were conspicuous when they rose oui 
of the water to look around.__TheJbluck. patches on 
their backs allowed when they dived. A1 saw some 
playing which rose out oi the water and flipped ovm| 
.backwards. /so . 














































































bearded seal 
Erignathus barbatus 


-25.JulyL-l%6- 



, Devo n Is._U e sec u red q 


seal shot by the Eskimos on the 27th. It was bhot 
"100 yards off^the station with a .22 cal. rifle. 

.Heals skink_to. t he hottom-wh-en_kiiled T - so they _ 

must be shot only on ice or in shallow water where 
they can be easily fished out. In deep water tjjey 

are harpooned-and kept afloat by inflated sealsk in— 
bags. For this seal A1 Duvall paid the Eskimos the 
”equivalent~of a dollar in tobacco, etc. We”obtained 
-the hid-e-,- flipp e rs, skull, and stomach. — This seal — 
is what the Eskimos call "Oojouk", and it arrived in 
this vicinity only about 2 weeks ago. The mounties 
say that ■ -th e -ooj e uk s e al does not grow as l a iy e h ere 
as furthe r south._ 
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_ 24 July 194a Dundas Hbr. A1 Duvall found a sicull _ 

on the beachthat had been so recently killed 
(probably “last _ fall) that it was still covered with 
dried meat and still had the pe g-l ik e t eeth 
An interesting point of note was that the teeth wer 
worn in opposite~directions on opposite sides of the| 
jaw, why I d o n't k n ow :. 
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